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Great things are not done
by impulse, but by a series
of small things brought

together.

Vincent Van Gough
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Directords Message

At the time of this writing, we are just about tostrdents with equally good grades but no involve-
up another very successful festival season for oumntgandn a program like ours.
program. Congratulation to all of our band students f&ome of our students will be given the opportunity
receiving AUnani mous S topecomecstudent feaderd im aumnhusic paogram g
Camino Concert Band Festival. Our students areygraw-and parents should encourage their student to
ing and maturing musically as we continue our nfusicele p upo and apply for
journey towards the end of the year. By the time nposgm. Dave Kuhns, a motivational speaker and
you receive this newsle8@rpf our band students expert on student leadership will once again be coming
will be performing and playing in Haik@member, to Mt. Carmel for a morning Student Leadership Work
one of the great things about our program is all shdpeor all potential and returning leaders. Dave will be
travel opportunities. Make sure you help out youheveron May 23:00 AM.1:00 AM. More details will
pocketbook by getting involved with raising monbg @ven to your student as the date approaches.
your student through one of our many fundraising pr@ur new rimesterschedule that Mt. Carmel will
grams. Look inside this newsletter for more informadti@ut next year is very isamdent friendly. Our
on how to raise money btudentswill berable tb takkenore dlassed dunng the
assessments. With that being said: year and should almost completely eliminate the neec

I am very proud to announce our invitation tfottstudents to take summer school. Please make sure
2010 Fiesta Bowl Tournament of Bands and natignoeu pl an your student ds
ally televised Fiesta Bowl Paratleé Marching Sun-our counselors so your student can stay in band all fou
devils and Color Guard will be competing with othgedirseand take all the needed courses and maybe evel
music programs across the country and will rezdaw extra elective courses at Mt. Carmel. Please be
national attention as one of the finest music proggatient as the school works to refine our new schedule
the country! Invitations to the Fiesta Bowl Tournamentork out all the kinks that may arise. Remembel
go through a VERY selective process, and it is anylmamdrand/orchestra/color guard student needs to enro
that Mt. Carmel has been invited to this prestigidhis program for all three trimesters! Our program is
eventAll band and color guard students must comyeadong commitment.
mit to go to this evenThe students will have a very Finally, | am looking forward to meeting all the
memorable trip as they will receive the nationahepdnhcomind §raders to our program. Many families
light. The trip will be a lot of fun and something thasewdiéciding which high school to attend and if the
always remember as they think back on their siaddnt will enroll in our program. | would like to en-
years. If there is enough parent interest, we can briograge all band or orchestra students to sign up anc
extra bus for parents to come and cheer us on agiiwelus a try for the first year. Once your student be-
More details will follow on the trip soon. Our studeotswéd involved in our program they will love it as the
have to work as hard as ever to master the skills thegjaiilty of current students enjoy our program. We are
need to perform next vy eavinbed thatife Imdsic,sMt.oGarmel Nsythe cBEST:
is already in development of our new field show faZHEXCE and the FINEST PROGRAM on this side of
year, and we are all e xhe Higheay 154 bout t he showbés ¢
far, and we believe the students are going to have
of fun performing it. Stay tuned for the BIG annoufga)-arry MCPherson
ment of our 2010 Field Show! =

Many of our seniors will soon be entering ¢y
and some have gained entrance because the
committed to band or orchestra all fourPgeants |||®
of u_nderclassmen, please remember that coII 0€ To: Wind 1, Wind 2, & Concert Band 3
admission boards look very carefully at what ygur . ~ . - AR .
student has been involved in while in high schdp. OAAAEOAA O5T AT ET |
Four years of participating in band or orchea at the El Camino Festival in March!
gives your student an added advantage over ojke
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gongratulJUOns to the M. Carmel Colorguard on anothcr tremendous year!

But wait...what is Colorguard?. B s
First off. there are two components toayear It begms with Marchmg Season, you know. the halﬁ:me
show at football games. "T'he Band plays some music and the Colorguard wave flags about. At least that's
what I thoughti in the beginning. Iar from it! Let’s break it down.
) The incredible Band and Guard Directors dC\‘elop a musical and visual concept for the show.
z) Band Camp starts it off with the students putting in over a week of 8 hours days: Bandos learning music,
marehing. movement & formations; Guardos learning equipment skills (flags. rifles & sabres ),
danee. marching, movement & formations.
3) Integrate thosc skills into the shows visual concepton the field with large amounts of precision.
4) Practiee. morepractice. tweak, fine tungand perform dusing football halftimes.
5) Compete in Band & Parade 'Tournaments.-
Easy, right? Notatall. The dedicationand work cthic of the staff; students and parentsupport is massive,
the main reason that both the Band and Celorguar dfarc consistently at the top in Southern California and
beyond. (HINT: parents, you'e help is ver mccxsér\ Get on board! Ask not what the program can do
for you...ask what you can do for the progi am!)

The second component of the year is Winterguard Season (my favorite). The guardwill usually split into
Varsity and Junior Varsity divisions. Winterguard competitions are performed in'a gym to musie. Again,
the guard director and staff somehow come up with incredible show concepts. Theyintegrate equipment
and performing art skills. "T'hey use a large custom painted vinyl floor (nearly the aetive size of the basket-
ball eourt). backgrounds and props. Guard units range up to 30 performers.

In the 2008 Winterguard scason, Varsity performed in the Scholastic A division. JV performed in the
Regional A division (and later promoted to RAA). A truly ineredible scason'saw Varsityundefcated in
Southern California (WGASC) competitions and placing second at the World Championships in ()hm'

2009 Season - Varsity is promoted to the Scholastic
Open division...yeah! Varsity loses 12 Seniors...boo!
Returning Varsity members are only about 1/3 of the
2008 squad...ouch!? Expectation for 2009 would not
be overly high. But give credit where credit is due.
The students all worked very hard. Their growth
was simply amazing... AND they had lots of fun!

Winterguard is really exploding! At the World
Championships, there were 286 guard units
competing. At the WGASC Championships, 27
guard units! MC hosted two competitions this
scason and had 96 units compete, a 43% increase from last year. "T'hat’s just crazy!?

really came to mind...nobody is forcing these kids to do these activities. It certainly would be much easier
to NO'T participate. Hours and hours of hard work, lots of sweat, probably some blood as well as some
tears, then add on homework...OMG!? How do they do it??? But they DO and have success across the
board. And these are skills that will benefit them for the rest of their lives (aside from developing tight
relationships. traveling, meeting lots of people.cte.)!
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Jim Woodward
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Colorguard, Band, Dance, Airband and Choir are all things [ witnessed over the last year. One thing that %
&







