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students with equally good grades but no involve-
ment in a program like ours. 
 Some of our students will be given the opportunity 
to become student leaders in our music program next 
year, and parents should encourage their student to 
ñstep upò and apply for a leadership position in our 
program. Dave Kuhns, a motivational speaker and 
expert on student leadership will once again be coming 
to Mt. Carmel for a morning Student Leadership Work-
shop for all potential and returning leaders. Dave will be 
here on May 23rd 9:00 AM-11:00 AM. More details will 
be given to your student as the date approaches. 
 Our new Trimester schedule that Mt. Carmel will 
roll out next year is very band-student friendly. Our 
students will be able to take more classes during the 
year and should almost completely eliminate the need 
for students to take summer school. Please make sure 
you plan your studentôs course schedule with one of 
our counselors so your student can stay in band all four 
years and take all the needed courses and maybe even 
a few extra elective courses at Mt. Carmel. Please be 
patient as the school works to refine our new schedule 
and work out all the kinks that may arise. Remember 
your band/orchestra/color guard student needs to enroll 
in the program for all three trimesters! Our program is a 
year-long commitment. 
 Finally, I am looking forward to meeting all the 
new incoming 9th graders to our program. Many families 
are deciding which high school to attend and if the 
student will enroll in our program. I would like to en-
courage all band or orchestra students to sign up and 
give us a try for the first year. Once your student be-
comes involved in our program they will love it as the 
majority of current students enjoy our program. We are 
convinced that for music, Mt. Carmel is the BEST 
CHOICE and the FINEST PROGRAM on this side of 
the Highway 15!  

   Garry McPherson 

 

 At the time of this writing, we are just about to wrap 
up another very successful festival season for our band 
program. Congratulation to all of our band students for 
receiving ñUnanimous Superiorò festival ratings at the El 
Camino Concert Band Festival. Our students are grow-
ing and maturing musically as we continue our musical 
journey towards the end of the year. By the time most of 
you receive this newsletter, 80 of our band students 
will be performing and playing in Hawaii. Remember, 
one of the great things about our program is all of the 
travel opportunities. Make sure you help out your own 
pocketbook by getting involved with raising money for 
your student through one of our many fundraising pro-
grams. Look inside this newsletter for more information 
on how to raise money for your studentôs band trips and 
assessments. With that being said: 
 I am very proud to announce our invitation to the 
2010 Fiesta Bowl Tournament of Bands and nation-
ally televised Fiesta Bowl Parade! The Marching Sun-
devils and Color Guard will be competing with other fine 
music programs across the country and will receive 
national attention as one of the finest music program in 
the country! Invitations to the Fiesta Bowl Tournament 
go through a VERY selective process, and it is an honor 
that Mt. Carmel has been invited to this prestigious 
event. All band and color guard students must com-
mit to go to this event. The students will have a very 
memorable trip as they will receive the national spot 
light. The trip will be a lot of fun and something they will 
always remember as they think back on their band 
years. If there is enough parent interest, we can bring an 
extra bus for parents to come and cheer us on as well. 
More details will follow on the trip soon. Our students will 
have to work as hard as ever to master the skills they will 
need to perform next yearôs field show. My creative staff 
is already in development of our new field show for next 
year, and we are all excited about the showôs concept so 
far, and we believe the students are going to have a lot 
of fun performing it. Stay tuned for the BIG announce-
ment of our 2010 Field Show! 
 Many of our seniors will soon be entering college 
and some have gained entrance because they have 
committed to band or orchestra all four years. Parents 
of underclassmen, please remember that college 
admission boards look very carefully at what your 
student has been involved in while in high school. 
Four years of participating in band or orchestra 
gives your student an added advantage over other 
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