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aspects at their own pace and continue to refine  

their skills and improve their technique and tone 

quality. Practice time at home is not a time to 

run through the music but rather is a time when 

a specific problem needs to be addressed. I 

always found home practice time to be a little 

frustrating because if you practice properly you 

are always working on that which you cannot do 

well. That being said, students who practice 

regularly at home tend to get the most pleasure 

out of band or orchestra participation. They look 

forward to rehearsals and performances and 

take a great deal of pride in performing to the 

best of their abilities. These students help to 

insure that the Mt Carmel tradition of excellence 

continues. 

  

Please take a moment to visit with your student 

to discuss practice 

schedules and let 

them know that you 

are proud of their  

progress! 

  

Thanks for your  

continued support!  

Warren Torns 

 

 

The Mt Carmel Band and Orchestra Program 

prides itself on the tradition of musical excellence. 

Over the years the members of the various en-

sembles have worked hard to continue to develop 

their individual level of musicianship. In doing so, 

their combined efforts have yielded many fine 

performances and musical memories. 

  

As we progress through another school year it 

becomes easy for all of us to become a little  

complacent. Taking the success of our program 

for granted could easily lead to a decline in the 

quality of our performances. I realize that band 

and orchestra play a different role in each of our 

students' lives. While some of our members find 

participation in band or orchestra at the top of their 

priority list, others enjoy their participation as a 

part of their total educational experience.  

Regardless of priority, the quality of our program 

is reflected through the total output of ALL the 

members. Music ensembles are like a team, a 

family and we need each and every student  

musician to contribute to their fullest potential. 

  

One of the most important aspects of successful 

participation is home practice. By taking a few 

minutes each and every night, students can  

reinforce the musical material learned in the day's 

rehearsal. They can work on various technical  
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With the 2008 marching season under way, I am very 
pleased with our new members who have been  
working so hard to learn all the new skills of marching 
basics, reading drill charts, and challenging music 
that we have given them. As with every year, there 
will be plenty of aching muscles, and moments of  
being overwhelmed, but also plenty of triumphs as 
well. All the students have worked hard and have 
learned a good portion of drill for our opening  
number. The students this year are enthusiastic 
about their field show and are ready to learn and  
execute an exciting field show. Your student will need 
your support and encouragement to keep working 
hard into November when marching season ends at 
the Arcadia Tournament of bands. 

 

Students will need to complete their practice logs, 
which you must sign after every practice at home 
to receive class credit . Students also need to pass 
off their show music and parade march with their  
section leader. Please have your student show you 
their pass-off sheet signed by their section leader and 
make sure they are staying up-to-date. Parents, 
make sure that you attend and cheer on our  
Marching Sundevils at all the football games and 
tournaments. You will be amazed at the progress you 
will see from our first show to the Arcadia  
Tournament. Also, remember to regularly check our 
website at  WWW.MCHSBAND.COM  for updates 
and important information. 

 

I would also like to recognize 
the student leaders who 
have sacrificed many hours 
of their summer vacation to 
help prepare their fellow  
students for Band Camp. 
These leaders have done  
an impressive job at Band 
Camp, and I am confident 
through their leadership, 
they will guide the Band to 
another successful year at 
Mt. Carmel. 
 

I would also like to thank all 
the parents who, over the 
summer, have been fitting uniforms, sewing, working 
on the equipment truck, preparing food and water for 
the students, and processing mountains of  
paperwork to help the Marching Sundevils run  
efficiently and smoothly. We could not have any  
success without all the help and support of our Band 
and Color Guard parents. 
 

So, hereôs to a terrific start to our marching season  
 

     and 
 

  LETôS GO  
     MARCHING  

         SUNDEVILS!  
 

Garry McPherson 
Director -Marching Sundevils  
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Buy Retail Scrip and a percentage of the purchase is credited to your studentõs account while you enjoy shopping or dining at 

many locations in our area.  Give Retail Scrip gift cards and certificates as gifts or use them yourself, it all adds to your  

studentõs account.    

   

Visit http://www.mchsband.com/fundraising/retail - scrip/  to print out the most recent order form.  A new form will be 

available each month.  The final deadlines for ordering each month coincides with the monthly Band Booster Meetings: 

Next Deadline is Sept. 29th  

Gift cards are generally available one week after the order deadline.  Watch the fundraising page of the Booster website or 

attend Booster meetings for more complete details.  Questions: contact Mondy Hegwood at 486 -7310. 

http://www.mchsband.com/fundraising/retail-scrip/
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A Message from the President 
Our students are settling into their routine, both at school and on 
the field.  Band and guard students are working hard learning 
music and drill in preparation for upcoming performances at football 
games and tournaments.  Every Wednesday night, the band and 
guard students have a rehearsal where they practice the field 
show.  Parents are welcome ï and even encouraged ï to attend.  
Itôs very exciting to see how far the students progress in such a 
short time.  
 

Last monthôs newsletter previewed Myth #2: My child doesnôt 
want me there .  The fact is, even if your children say  they donôt 
want you there, they miss you when youôre not.  When the students 
are performing, either at rehearsals, football games, or 
tournaments, they look up at the audience to see the reaction.  
Imagine how discouraging it would be to look up and see no 
audience.  Thankfully, our students have always had an 
appreciative audience at their performances.  In fact, the highlight 
of the entire marching season is when they perform in front of a 
packed stadium in Arcadia and hear the thunderous applause at 
the end of their spectacular field show.  This year, please be part of 
that appreciative audience and plan to attend the Wednesday 
rehearsals, the half-time show at the football games, and the 
different tournaments.  The schedule is on the website 
(www.mchsband.com).  Your child will thank you (eventually), and 
youôll be amazed at the progress you see. 
 

Over the summer, volunteer groups were hard at work preparing 
for this year.  Chris Haden and her uniform fitting crew made sure 
that each student was fitted for a parade and field show uniform, 
which will make it impossible to pick out your child during a 
performance.  Thank you Uniform Moms!  Wendy Morris and her 
fearless band camp coordinators worked all summer to organize 
band camp.  Band Camp week saw our fearless volunteers 
registering, feeding, and watering about 250 kids.  Every day, the 
band camp crew set up pop-up shades, hauled water jugs, set up 
food stations, and fed everyone in record time.  Thanks Band 
Camp moms and dads!  Finally, thanks to all the parents and 
students who chose Mt. Carmelôs music program, we appreciate 
your support and your help. 

We still need volunteers throughout the 
year.  Our programôs success depends 
on the monetary support and volunteer 
efforts of everyone in the program.  We 
are hosting our annual tournament on 
October 25, 2008.  The tournament is 
our biggest fundraiser, raising about 
$30,000 per year, which keeps our assessments down.  Many 
bands from Southern California will be performing at this event, 
bringing thousands of people to Mt. Carmel.  In order to make our 
tournament a success, we urgently need volunteers.  Art Moses 
and Brian Findley will co-chair the tournament again this year, and 
they are looking for volunteers to chair several departments.  
Please look at the tournament volunteer page, and contact Art 
Moses (artjmoses@gmail.com) or Brian Findley 
(findleybc@gmail.com) to let them know where you can help out.   
 

Also, on tournament day, we need almost 1300 volunteer hours.  
We are asking at least one adult in every MCBB family to volunteer 
for at least  one 2-hour shift.  You may find that youôre having so 
much fun, that one 2-hour shift is not enough, and thatôs okay.  We 
accept all willing helpers, and thereôs plenty to do.  You wonôt be 
bored that day ï I promise.    
 

Speaking of volunteers, donôt miss next monthôs newsletter where 
we look at Myth #3: They donôt need my help; someone else can 
do it better. 
 

 Go Marching Sundevils!  
 
 

  Holli Helenschmidt 
    MCBB President 
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You  
Wendy Morris, Band Camp Committee Chair 

 

Another successful Band Camp has been completed!  Hopefully all the students learned lots while making new 
friends and becoming familiar with our wonderful Marching Sundevils. 
 

The Band Camp Committee spent many hours during the summer preparing forms for registration, contacting 
vendors for lunches, requesting donations, and attending to the many details that are all a part of Band Camp.  Thank you to Ruth Heid, 
Daniella Ito, Elmari Galope, Pam Davis and Barbara Romano for all your hard work.  It has been a pleasure working with such 
dedicated, efficient and truly generous parents. The Mt. Carmel Band is very lucky to have you all! 
 

We would like to give special thanks to those businesses that provided lunch or other contributions, and encourage you to patronize 
them and thank them personally.  Our lunch vendors were Pat and Oscarôs, Rosarioôs Pizza , Cappricioôs, Happy Tiger, Orient Valley, 
Stater Brothers, and In and Out.  We received cash donations from Stater Bros., Henryôs, and Albertsonôs to help with food purchases.  
We also received food donations from Costco.   Additionally, the Carlôs Jr at the corner of Carmel Mountain Rd and Rancho 
Penasquitos Blvd, McDonaldôs on Rancho Penasquitos Blvd and the Jack in the Box on Black Mountain Rd provided a cooler or two full 
of ice each morning.  Thank you one and all.  
 

Finally I would like to thank all the other volunteers who helped to make Band Camp 2008 so successful. We had Band Dads setting up, 
and then getting ice every morning, and Band and Color Guard Moms setting up and serving lunch to all the tired, hot and hungry Band 
students, directors, and clinicians. The committee and I appreciate all your efforts, and so do all the kids!    

            THANK YOU !! 

http://www.mchsband.com
mailto:artjmoses@gmail.com
mailto:findleybc@gmail.com

